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CƻǊŜǿƻǊŘ 

The ninth funding phase of the European Union lasting for the next 7 years, began in January 2021. The budget 

of this funding phase amounts up to 2.018 Trillion Euro and is administered in more than 350 individual funding 

instruments.  

These funding possibilities and the access to these possibilities can occur quite complex and deterrent in the 

beginning. Additionally, the access to information in the beginning of a funding phase can be time consuming and 

difficult, especially but not exclusively in case one is not familiar with the structures. 

On top of the already complex appearing structures of EU funding, the COVID-19 pandemic, which hit the world 

and the Member States of the European Union in 2020 (and ongoing) presents the European Union with 

unprecedented challenges. These challenges lead the European Union to a completely new budgetary situation 

and an increased and diversified number of funding programmes.  

To support organisations to understand and access the main funding possibilities and to offer some hints and tips, 

this handbook was developed. The handbook was developed by a consortium of 8 European educational 

organisations in the frame of the EU-Learning project, cofounded by the European Union.  

While the main focus of this handbook lies on the new EU funding period 2021-2027, a short introduction will be 

given to the project EU-Learning and its consortium. Following this introduction an overview is given over the 

new European Multi Annual Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027. The handbook then provides an overview of 

the main funding programmes offered by the European Union. Each programme will be portrayed and introduced 

within two to three pages. Within these view pages general information will be shared, such as the programme 

structure, the thematic priorities, or eligible applicants. In a second section, the budget of the programme will be 

introduced with its overall amount, an indication of its complexity, as well as tips for applicants. Lastly, 

programme specific tips for applicants and lessons learnt from the funding period 2014-2020 will shared with the 

reader. 

A special thank you goes to the initiator of the project, Michael Seidler. He has been working with European 

funding since 1991, has created many European projects since then, and is an evaluator for several European 

funding instruments. In 2002, he put the first interactive database on European funding on the internet, the EU-

FundsNavigator. 

A second thank you goes to the committed fellow campaigners, especially to the project coordinators Tamara 

Hinz, Luca Driussi, Maximilian Weinhold, Gonçalo J. F. Brásio, Morena Rizzo, Manuela Marchioni, Fátima Matias, 

Jose Maria Imbert, Michael Gansch, Jordi Faris, Mihaela Jovic, and Marco Liviantoni. 

With the EU-Learning project, he succeeded for the first time in bringing together the few educational institutions 

spread across Europe that teach on the topics of European funding and European project management in one 

project, in establishing a joint European network and in compiling this handbook. He provided us with technical 

support for this handbook. 

 

© 2021. This work is licensed under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license. 

bŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΨs national funding agency NABiBB are responsible for the 

content or liable for any losses or damage resulting of the use of these resources. Reproduction is authorised 

provided the source is acknowledged. 

https://funds-navigator.eu/
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1. Introduction 

1.1. The project 

 A Quick Overview 

 

Project Title 
Exchange of good practices and network creation in adult education and e-learning in the field 
of EU funding 

Project Acronym EU-Learning 

Project Number 2019-1-DE02-KA204-006527 

Start Date 01.10.2019 

End Date 31.07.2021 

Total Duration 22 Month 

Beneficiary 
Organisation  

                     EUFRAK-EuroConsults Berlin GmbH (EUFRAK | DE)  

Project Partners 

 Building Bridges (ESP) 

 European Fund Management Consulting (efmc | EE) 

 European Project Association (epa | BE) 

 EuroVienna EU-consulting & ςmanagement GmbH (AT) 

 Informo (HR) 

 Instituto Pedro Nunes (IPN | PT) 

 Prodos Consulting (IT) 

 

Deliverables 
1. Handbook: Information on the EU 2021-2027 Funding Programs 

2. Network: PROFUND ς Cluster for European Fundraising Training 

Activities 
Transnational Project Meetings 

LTTA: Training of Trainers Activities 

Target Group 

¶ Training organizations and professionals active in the field EU funding and EU project 
management  

¶ Organizations and professionals aiming at applying for EU funding and implementing EU 
projects 

¶ - Participants of trainings in the field of EU funding and project management 

Website www.eu-learning.net  

Contact 

Project Manager: Tamara Hinz (EUFRAK) 
eMail: tamara.hinz@euroconsults.eu 

Telephone: +49 30 53216-763 

http://www.eu-learning.net/
mailto:tamara.hinz@euroconsults.eu
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 short description of the project 

 
 
ἥἒἋἢ ἎID ἥἏ ἎἛ? 

The consortium worked ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǊŀǎƳǳǎҌ όY!нύ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ά9¦-[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέΦ The project followed 
two aims, the creation of a European wide network of training institutions active in the field of European 
funding and project management and secondly, to establish this handbook on the new European 
funding phase 2021-2027. 
 
EU-Learning planned to create a European network to discuss good practices and innovations in the 
trainings that each organisation offers with a specific focus on eLearning. Through the exchange of good 
practices e.g. new trainings, new methodological approaches and new opportunities will be developed. 
The objective is to provide better and more pertinent educational offers to our common target group: 
the EU projects stakeholders. In this frame the network PROFUND ς Cluster for European Fundraising 
Training was founded. The consortium believes in challenging the status quo through a networking 
space where opportunities may rise and see the day, where new collaborations are set out in the short, 
medium, and long term! 
 

The specific objectives of the Cluster are: 

- To be a platform for professionals and organisations active in the field of EU Funding education, 
where they can exchange knowledge and best practices. 

- To constitute a pool of experts in the field of education on EU Funding and EU Project 
Management. 

- To be a partner platform and allow organisations in the field of EU Funding education to quickly 
form consortiums and other new corporations in common projects and training. 

- To develop European standards for education in the field of EU Funding in the long term. 
- To strengthen European collaboration of institutions active in the field of education in EU funding 

 

The reason for the development of this handbook was to get ready for the new funding period through 
a constant exchange of information and materials between all project partners. Further, this handbook 
portrays a great resource for organisations and individual professional trainers offering education in the 
field of EU funding and EU project management, offering first-hand information on the new funding 
period that can be integrated in their trainings. It also offers a first insight and a good starting point for 
organisations who would like to apply for European funding. 
 
 
ἒἛἥ ἍἋἚ ἧἛἣ ἑἏἢ ἓἚἤἛἘἤἏἎ? 
You can either get in touch with either of the project partners individually or join PROFUND. At 
PROFUND you can actively participate and contribute via:  

- Posting information on trainings and events relevant to the field of EU-funding 
- Requesting and/or offering collaborations with other network members 
- Initiating trainings and common projects in the field of EU Funding education  
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 The Partners 

The consortium consists of 8 organisations active in the field of EU funding. Some of the partners have 
a specific focus on the educational sector, while others focus more on the field of consulting. However, 
all partners cover a wide range of different topics, all related to EU funding and its educational sector. 
In the following the consortium is presented more in detail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Building Bridges Cultural Association was founded in 2008 with the aim 
of promoting European mobilities and funding opportunities as a way of 
fostering EU values and cultural awareness among youth and young 
professionals interested in expanding their reach. At a local level, Building 
Bridges is presented as a tool to assist and support the implementation of 
non-formal education courses and improving knowledge of European labour 
system practices. 
 
Our organisation gathers professionals and volunteers with different 
backgrounds and experience. Our managing team is in charge of the 
management, monitoring and implementation of the EU projects, specially 
KA1 and KA2 projects under Erasmus+. Our team is integrated by staff who 
gained Leonardo, Erasmus, EVS 
and European Social Fund grants. We also have experienced staff in the 
Eurodesk network as National Coordinator and Team Europe network. 
 
We work with organisations in the fields of employment, youth information, 
culture, education and youth Through the years, this has given us the 
opportunity of building a considerable database 
to pull from, including, but not limited to, youth, young professionals, 
organizations (both local and throughout europe), educational institutions (at 
various level from VET to Universities), 
community and senior centers, and local and regional governments. 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

European Fund Management Consulting (EFMC) is one of the leading 
organisations in Europe specialised in the financial management of 
European Union Research & Innovation projects (FP7 & H2020). 
Established in January 2014, EFMC has its headquarters in Tallinn, 
Estonia and back office in Paris, France. Our organisation supports 
beneficiaries of European Grants in all financial issues concerning 
European projects. The main specialization is research grants such as 
FP7 and H2020. 
 
Our clientele include SMEs, Universities, laboratories, private and 
public companies, NGOs and research centres from all over Europe and 
our partners are mainly Financial and Project Managers who are in 
charge of EU research projects (mainly FP7 & H2020). 
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The European Projects Association (epa) is a non-profit organization 
focusing on research and development, innovation, and internationalization. 
It was established in Brussels in 2008 as a network of dedicated and 
experienced professionals driven by the common aim of creating a unique 
resource centre for individuals and organizations involved in EU funded 
projects. 
 
Making the best use of information and communication technologies it acts 
as a cooperation network that facilitates interaction between project 
partners, organizations, stakeholders, and institutions. The European 
Projects Accelerator developed by EPA members provides training courses on 
effective and efficient use of EU funds. 
 
MORE INFO 

Ἱ    https://europeanprojects.org/   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

EUFRAK-EuroConsults Berlin GmbH (EUFRAK) is one of the leading companies 
for training and consulting in the field of European funding and project 
management in Germany. 
 

ᾃ  SECTORS 

 education  culture  research & innovation  asylum and migration 

 social inclusion  environment  health  research & innovation 
 

ᾃ  EDUCATION 
We offer defined sets of training, ranging from 9 to 19 weeks duration, 
varying in intensity and foci within EU funding and project management. 
¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘŀƛƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ м-5 days and target 
organisations/companies, both in the governmental and non-governmental 
sector. 
  
EUFRAK puts great emphasis on new learning and teaching methods and all 
trainings vary from the classical face to face approach to eLearning and/or a 
combination of both, blended learning. 
 

ᾃ  CONSULTING 
Besides training we also offer consulting on the entire project life cycle: 
elaboration, proposal submission, management (project and financial 
management) and evaluation. The range of our customers and thus topics is 
remarkably diverse ranging from universities, NGOs, associations, cultural 
centres, public institutions, research centres etc. 
 

ᾃ  EU-PROJECTS 
Lastly, we also participated in and lead several EU funded projects during the 
past years mainly via Erasmus+, but also HEU or EUKI. 
 
MORE INFO 

Ἱ   www.eufrak-euroconsults.eu 

 

http://www.epa.eu/
http://www.epa.eu/
http://www.eufrak-euroconsults.eu/
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EuroVienna EU-consulting & -management GmbH is the main service centre 
for EU projects in Austria. EuroVienna offers support in developing and 
implementing EU projects from start to finish - we will be by your side from 
the application to the certification. Our services include project development, 
project management, financial management as well as employee leasing for 
your projects. As part of our management programme, we administer your 
funds professionally. 

 
hǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ά9ǳǊƻ!ŎŎŜǎǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎέ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƻ-
workers to successfully apply for EU funds and to correctly do the accounting 
for your EU-funded projects. Our experts are internationally renowned 
experts, sharing their expertise on both levels: academic and non- academic. 
 
Our clients include the European Commission, City of Vienna, Danube Region 
Strategy, municipalities in the Danube Region and the western Balkans.  
 
MORE INFO 

Ἱ    www.eurovienna.at 
www.euro-access.eu  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

INFORMO is a civil society non-profit organization particularly focusing on 
education. The main activities are addressed to impact territorial, business, 
professional and personal development. Since its establishment in 2004, 
Informo gained a valuable experience in organizing and performing trainings 
and workshops, as well as in contributing to the development and 
internationalization of local, regional and national projects, through the 
participation in European and international partnerships. 
 
LƴŦƻǊƳƻΩǎ Ŏhallenge is to produce an effective contribution to the social 
development through educational programs that produce visible changes. 
Applying innovative learning and working methodologies we are helping 
people and organizations to do what they love and love what they do.  The 
engagement of young enthusiasts, volunteers, members and supporters is 
multiplying the effect of the knowledge transfer activities.  
 
Informo has 12 years of experience implementing the Professional 
Improvement Program as the Croatian National Contact Point of the 
European Projects Association from Belgium. 
 
MORE INFO 

Ἱ  https://informo.hr/   
 
 
 
 

http://www.eurovienna.at/
http://www.euro-access.eu/
https://informo.hr/
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Created in 1991 through a University of Coimbra initiative, Instituto Pedro 
Nunes (IPN) is a private non-profit organisation which promotes innovation 
and the transfer of technology, establishing the connection between the 
scientific and technological environment and the production sector. 

Our mission is to leverage a strong university - enterprise relationship for 
the promotion of innovation, rigor, quality and entrepreneurship in private 
and public sector organisations by acting in three complementary areas: 

¶ Research and technological development, consultancy, and 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ LtbΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ 
set of six laboratories in diversified technological areas. 

¶ Incubation and acceleration of businesses and ideas. Promotes the 
creation and development of innovative and technology-based 
companies. 

¶ Highly specialised training and promotion of science and 
technology. Provides high level continuous training with special 
emphasis on in-company action-training financed programmes. 

MORE INFO 

Ἱ  Website: www.ipn.pt  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Prodos Consulting is an Italian-based consultancy that provides technical 
assistance and customized trainings to public and private entities within the 
field of EU project design and management. 
 

ᾃ  SECTORS 

 human rights,  justice;  asylum and migration;  social inclusion;  

environment;  culture;  health;  research & innovation 
 
ACTIVITIES 

ᾃ  Call for proposal SCOUTING ς  Obiettivo Europa 

ᾃ  EU project PLANNING and DESIGN 

ᾃ  EU project MANAGEMENT and REPORTING 

ᾃ  EU project MONITORING and EVALUATION 

ᾃ  EU project COMMUNICATION 

ᾃ  Online and offline TRAINING ς Prodos Academy 
  
MORE INFO 

Ἱ  Prodos Consulting  

Ἱ  Prodos Academy  

Ἱ  Obiettivo Europa 
 

  

http://www.ipn.pt/
http://www.obiettivoeuropa.com/
http://www.prodosacademy.com/
http://www.prodosconsulting.it/
http://www.prodosacademy.com/
http://www.obiettivoeuropa.com/
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2. The European Funding Phase 2021 ς 2027 

The following chapter offers an introduction to the new Multiannual Financial Framework of the 
European Union for the years 2021-2027. It will start with a general overview, including the COVID-19 
additions as well as the different types of European Funding Instruments. It will be followed by the main 
funding programmes of the MFF and details on their focus, eligibility criteria and budget. 

2.1. The Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027 (MFF) 

The new Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and the additional EU Recovery Plan were adopted in 
December 2020, just in time for the start of the new ninth EU funding phase 2021-2027.  

However, the MFF is not to the same as the entire EU budget. Rather, it sets the priorities for the EU 
financial programming. In other words, the MFF specifies in which areas the EU will invest how much 
over a period of seven years. It is first and foremost an expression of political priorities.  

For the first time in the history of the European Union, the previous eighth EU budget 2014-2020 had a 
smaller volume than its predecessor. The EU budget of 2014-2020 had specifically only 960 billion 
euros, instead of the previous impressive 975 billion euros for the period 2007-2013. Thus, when 
planning the current EU budget, all experts assumed, at the latest since the announcement of the 
Brexit and the associated loss of one of the largest net contributors to the EU budget, that no more 
than 950 billion euros would be available for the EU budget phase 2021-2027. 

Between the end of May and mid-June 2018, the European Commission then published its first 
proposals for the funding programs of the multi-annual period 2021-2027, first exceeding the one 
trillion-euro limit. In response to the pandemic and the crisis, the Commission presented a revised 
budget proposal in April 2020, which then also included the new post-COVID reconstruction plan 
NextGenerationEU. 

The EU budget 2021-2027 includes significant reprioritization in the areas of climate adaptation and 
digitalization. To weather Brexit and the Corona crisis, the seven-year EU budget is now significantly 
increased, to a total of ϵмΣнтфΦп ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ.  

With the additional stimulus package on top, adding an extra ϵтрл ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ to existing EU funding 
instruments, it represents an excellent opportunity for all interested parties to boost the economy 
across Europe in the coming years. 

 

The general trends of the new MFF and its programs are:  

ω Greater European cohesion with a larger budget  

ω Creation of synergies and unification of redundant programs under uniform regulations.  

ω More efficient and more targeted use of EU funds  

ω Strong focus on the topics of sustainability, environment & climate, and digitization  

ω More money for the thematic working flagship programs (APs). Less money for infrastructure 
and cohesion (ESIF) 
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(Source: European Commission) 

 

 

In the following the complete budget of the Commission is portrayed again in figures: 

 
(Source: European Commission) 

file:///D:/F_FÃ�RDERMITTEL/01.%20EU-FÃ�RDERUNGEN/2021-2027/0.%20Ã�BERSICHTEN/KV0221232ENN.en.pdf
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2.2. The COVID19-addition of ϵ 750 billions 

To provide sustained support to those most in need, to promote investments and reforms and not 
only to strengthen the EU economies, but to lift them out of the crisis, the European Commission 
launched the so-called EU Recovery Plan. With about ϵтрл billion, this is the largest stimulus package 
that has ever been financed from the EU budget. 

The first part of the Recovery Plan is the EU's Multiannual Financial Framework for the years 2021-2027, with 
the amount of ϵмΣнтфΦр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ.  

The second part of the development plan is the Next Generation EU Fund (NextGenEU), with a budget of ϵтрл 
billion. This is a temporary development plan for the years 2021-2022, which is intended to cushion the effects 
of the corona pandemic on the European society and economy by supporting reforms and investments. 
Nevertheless, it also focuses on overarching thematic priorities such as the Green Deal, digitization, and the 
resilience of the EU. 

To finance this fund, which was not included in the budget, and which was also legally decided by the Council 
around Parliament and thus the budget, the Commission is for the very first-time taking loans of up to EUR 750 
billion on behalf of the Union on the financial markets. The money brought in in this way must then be repaid 
from future EU budgets that start after 2027, but no later than 2058. 

The President of the Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, summarized the NextGenEU economic instrument with 
its three pillars as follows: 

ω Focus on the areas where there is the greatest need and the greatest potential 

ω Short-term and a further focus on the important first years of the upswing up to 2022 

ω Combination of grants and loans 

ω Possibility to advance part of the investments in 2020 

 

 

(Source: European Commission) 


































































































































































































































































































































