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Ideas with impact to promote inclusive entrepreneurship:
good practices in Europe




lvan, from Asturias, referred to his comprehensive regional action plan to promote regional entrepreneu-
rial culture, from the business and education field. He centres his intervention on examples of inclusive
entrepreneurship: Kalandula, in Angola, where they manage a breeding ground for business projects
together with Ingenieros sin fronteras (Engineers Without Borders); and COPIE, Comunidades de Prac-
tica en Emprendimiento Inclusivo (Communities for Practice in Inclusive Entrepreneurship), financed by
the European Social Fund, where they designed a manual, to make inclusive entrepreneurship policies
more efficient, which can be downloaded from their website. They are now focusing on professional
training for young people, to prevent dropping out from school and promote entrepreneurship. van,
with his 20 years of experience, asked for entrepreneurship analysis of from a more critical and realistic
point of view, studying those mistakes made, in order to learn from them.

Thorsten, pointed out how, during 10 years, they have helped 500 people, to get people to find their
own jobs. With the Enterprise project they focus their initiatives on young unemployed. They are young
people who have ideas, but no money, and who they help set up their companies by seeking funding
and making training available for them. He stressed that not everybody has to finally create a company,
because not everyone goes through all four phases: guidance, planning, implementation and develo-
pment. The average cost for creating the start-up is five thousand Euros and the benefits are 14 thou-
sand Euros, representing an investment return destined to social projects. This Enterprise model has
been adapted to people with disabilities and to immigrants, looking for different partners, and providing
an important social impact.

Laura presented the social cooperative, Integra, dedicated to immigrants. Through inclusive entrepreneu-
rship, as its name indicates, these groups are fully integrated into society. Immigration really does carry a
lot of weight in the Italian business framework, 525 thousand companies in ltaly are owned by foreigners,
representing 8.7% of enterprises in that country. The percentage of self employed is higher among immi-
grants. They have a start-up project for immigrants, refugees, especially women, where they accompany
them in the development of the project, teaching them the language, Italian administration, possible su-
pport, or marketing. They also accompany them when applying for visas, subsidies, etc.

The audience in the room emphasised the need to carry out studies to analyse how and on what level
these inclusive entrepreneurship tasks work, what participants learn during the business creation pro-
cess, what is the survival level of the businesses set up, what are the benefits for the participants, even
if they are not successful, what is their social impact and what groups are included and excluded from
this inclusive entrepreneurship capacity.
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David insisted that entrepreneurship is not the only solution for the creation of employment and social
inclusion, because not everyone has an entrepreneur mentality. There is no need to expect 100% parti-
cipation, because it can have very negative effects for people and also for public investment itself, when
used for the wrong objectives.

Luis, on the other hand, defended the fact that everyone who wishes to become an entrepreneur may
participate in the process, and that they, themselves should take the decision. That is why, he insisted
there ought to be social awareness, and an inclusive business ecosystem. It needs to be understood
that improving entrepreneurial skills has repercussions for people, even though they do not become
entrepreneurs, and that is good for their personal and working life. In Spain, only 10 or 11% of people
involved in the process mounted their own business, but all they learn. He also stated that the help
should be extended not only for the creation of companies but also for their consolidation.

Nerea and Antonia, as exponents of a success story, explained their business and especially their per-
sonal history. Victims of gender-based violence and thanks to the support of Action Against Hunger
they have been able to become entrepreneurs, and they have formed a cooperative, which allows them
to get ahead and fund projects to help other women become survivors of violence. Their company is
dedicated to selling wines from wineries, which have decided to cooperate with them to promote social
inclusion. Now their challenge is the growth of the company and its social projects.

Jaime insisted that entrepreneurship is an option and that the State should guarantee the possibility of
achieving it. He emphasized the value of microfinance, which makes people the axis, helping them to
develop their skills so that they can join the labour market, and he advocated a change in the rules more
in line with economic and social times. He said that Spain is one of the countries which have least deve-
loped microfinance, credit access is very limited, and banks give few credits. The great tragedy, said the
vice president of the European Microfinance Network, is that there are European funds for microfinance
and, social entities dedicated to it do not have access to them because our regulatory framework does
not allow it. Only financial institutions can ask to for loans to lend, and not social entities, when they
work directly on entrepreneurial projects for social inclusion.

The debate concluded by differentiating between micro credit and microfinance, while the first only provi-
des financial assistance, microfinance is an integral on-line help, over and above money and interest rates.

Along with this summary, you can access the complete day of lll Forum of Inclusive Entre-
preneurship on the website http://www.ayuda.accioncontraelhambre.org/acciones/foroem-
prendimiento/?page_id=5999
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